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Welcome to the 2026 Governor's Energy Summit

On behalf of the West Virginia Office of Energy and the West Virginia Department of Commerce, it is
my pleasure to welcome you to the 2026 Governor’s Energy Summit.

West Virginia has long played a critical role in powering our nation. Today, as energy demands grow
and new technologies shape the industry, our state has an opportunity to build on that legacy while
positioning itself for continued economic growth and innovation.

Under Governor Patrick Morrisey’s leadership, West Virginia is working to strengthen its position as
an energy leader by encouraging investment, supporting responsible resource development, and
advancing policies that prioritize reliability, affordability, and economic opportunity.

Over the next two days, we will bring together policymakers, industry representatives, technical
experts, educators, and community leaders to discuss the challenges and opportunities that shape
our energy future. From infrastructure and emerging technologies to workforce development and
economic investment, these conversations are essential to an evolving energy landscape.

I want to thank our speakers, advertisers, exhibitors, and
attendees for making this event possible. Your participation
and expertise are what makes the Governor’s Energy Summit a
valuable opportunity for collaboration and progress.

Thank you for joining us. I look forward to the conversations
ahead and the opportunities we will continue to build together.

Nicholas Preservati

Deputy Cabinet Secretary, WV Department
of Commerce & Director of the WV Office
of Energy
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West Virginia
Office of Energy
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Programs & Initiatives

We administer state and federal programs that support
West Virginia residents, businesses, local governments,
and nonprofit organizations. These initiatives help fund
energy efficiency improvements, infrastructure projects,
workforce development, and community investments
that reduce costs and create economic opportunities.

Strategic
Planning

Economic
Development

Our Mission

The West Virginia Office of Energy is responsible for the
formulation and implementation of fossil, renewable and
energy efficiency initiatives designed to advance energy
resource development opportunities and provide energy
services to businesses, communities and homeowners in
West Virginia.

Asadivision ofthe West VirginiaDepartment of Commerce,
our Office develops and supports programs, policies,
and initiatives across the state’s energy portfolio. We
collaborate with government agencies, industry leaders,
utilities, businesses, and community partners to promote
responsible development, encourage investment, and
strengthen West Virginia's energy future.

How we serve West Virginia

We help shape statewide energy strategies that support
economic growth, energy security, and long-term
planning. Our work includes advancing the Governor’s
energy priorities, providing policy and legislative
expertise, developing the state’s five-year energy plan,
and coordinating initiatives that build on West Virginia’s
energy strengths.

» Industry & Economic Development - We work
with energy producers, utilities, manufacturers,
developers, and other stakeholders to encourage
investment and responsible energy development in
West Virginia.

» Grid Reliability & Energy Security - We support efforts
to strengthen the reliability, resilience, and security of
West Virginia's energy infrastructure.

» Education & Community Outreach - We connect West
Virginians with information about energy programs,
funding opportunities, and practical ways to manage
energy use and costs.
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Summit Tracks

Economic Development
Grand Ballroom

Explore how West Virginia’s energy resources,
infrastructure, and workforce can drive new investment
and strengthen the state’s economy. Sessions will
examine emerging opportunities, industry challenges,
and strategies for supporting long-term growth across
the energy sector.

» Global markets and the future of West Virginia’'s
metallurgical coal industry

» Workforce development and preparing the next
generation of energy professionals

» Natural gas development, manufacturing
opportunities, and industrial investment

Policy

Rooms 215-217

Examine the policies, regulations, and market forces
shaping West Virginia’s energy sector. Hear from
government officials, industry leaders, and policy experts
about emerging priorities, evolving challenges, and the
decisions influencing energy development at the state
and federal levels.

» Federal and state energy policy priorities and regulatory

developments

» Regional transmission planning, grid reliability, and

infrastructure needs

» Responsible data center development and energy-

related tax policy

Technical
Rooms 212-214

Take a closer look at the technologies, research, and

practical solutions advancing energy production,

efficiency, and infrastructure. Sessions will highlight

innovative approaches and technical developments

supporting a more reliable, affordable, and resilient

energy future.

» Advancements in fossil energy technologies and
research

» Nuclear energy development and emerging opportunities

» Energy efficiency programs, funding opportunities, and
practical applications
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Summit Emcees

Secretary Matt Herridge

and its associated PAC.

Grace Bannister

Grace Bannister serves as Director of the West Virginia Governor’s Washington, DC Office,
where she works to bridge the work of state and federal decision-makers. She brings
extensive experiencein policy,governmentrelations, and strategic communications across
various sectors. Most recently, she served on the Government Affairs team at Cheniere
Energy, where she supported federal government engagement and strategy for a Fortune
500 company. Prior to that, she worked as a Public Affairs Associate at Hamilton Place
Strategies/Penta Group, where she advised a wide variety of clients on multi-stakeholder
advocacy and strategic communications campaigns. Grace started her career in policy
as an intern for West Virginia Senator Shelley Moore Capito and former Congressman
Evan Jenkins. She is an alumna of Harvard University and is a native of Logan County.

Dr. Sam Taylor

Matt Herridge is a lifelong West Virginia resident and business owner currently serving
as the West Virginia Secretary of Commerce. His background includes a ten-year
career in Clinical Psychology at the Charleston Area Medical Center and member of
the WVU School of Medicine clinical faculty. Since then, he has managed an extensive
restaurant portfolio, including 24 Burger King units and three Qdoba Mexican Eats
locations, and founded a software development company providing solutions for the
restaurant industry. Following the sale of the Burger King and Qdoba portfolio he now
operates and manages several leased properties. Throughout his career, he has been
deeply involved in the political arena. In addition to his previous role as GOP State
Chairman, he chaired the Government Relations Committee for the Burger King brand

Dr. Sam Taylor is Director of the West Virginia University Institute for Sustainability and
Energy Research (WISER) and Chief Technology Officer for the NSF Resilient Energy
Technology and Infrastructure (RETI) Engine. His work focuses on building research
partnerships around advanced energy systems, and regional economic development.
Over more than two decades, Taylor has led and supported major research and
technology programs spanning academia, industry, and the Federal government. His
other recent work includes the leadership of WVU'’s efforts within the EDA Build Back
Better Regional Challenge, advancing the productive reuse of former mine lands for
new energy, industrial, and economic development opportunities. Earlier in his career,
he helped manage WVU’s Marcellus Shale Energy and Environment Laboratory and
managed more than $1 billion in advanced energy projects for DOE. Taylor holds
degrees in mechanical engineering and resource economics from WVU, bringing both

technical and economic perspectives to the development and deployment of energy

technologies.
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Wednesday

4:45 - 5:45 p.m.

3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Registration
Upper Main Lobby

Check in at the registration table to receive your Summit credentials, which
provide access to all sessions, networking events, and activities.

Opening Comments
Grand Ballroom

Nicholas S. Preservati, Deputy Secretary of the West Virginia Department of
Commerce and Director of the West Virginia Office of Energy, will welcome
attendees and open the 2026 West Virginia Energy Summit.

The Intersection of Energy, Investment, and
Manufacturing in West Virginia: What This Means
for Future Growth in the Mountain State

Grand Ballroom

Jennifer Piercy — Vice President, West Virginia Manufacturers Association
(moderator)

As we sit at an interesting crossroads for American industry driven by an
unprecedented surge in domestic manufacturing, data center development,
and aggressive corporate sustainability demands, our electric grid and energy
infrastructure are facing major structural strains, particularly here in West Virginia.
This panel brings together leaders from sectors in energy, advanced manufacturing,
academia, and economic development to dive into how West Virginia is translating
energy assets into generational manufacturing growth.

» Chris Beam — West Virginia and Maryland President, FirstEnergy

» Hannah Abell — Energy and Regulatory Affairs Principal, Nucor

» Bill Allemon — Energy Best Practice Leader, Constellium

» Sam Taylor — Chief Technology Officer, NSF RETI Engine

» Joe Brouse - Director of Financial Services, West Virginia Economic Development
Authority

Energy Networking Reception
Atrium

Kick off the 2026 Governor’s Energy Summit with an evening of networking,
refreshments, and live music from the Bob Thompson Trio. Connect with fellow
attendees, industry leaders, and policymakers in a relaxed setting before
Thursday'’s full day of programming.
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Thursday

7:30 - 9:00 a.m.

8:00 - 8:50 a.m.

9:00 - 9:30 a.m.

Registration
Upper Main Lobby

Didn’t check in Wednesday evening? Visit the registration table to receive your
Summit credentials. Returning attendees can proceed directly to Thursday's
programming with their credentials.

Women in Energy Networking Event

and Award Presentation

Rooms 215-217

Stephanie Pethtel — Chief of Staff, Allegheny Science & Technology (moderator)
Join us for a special session celebrating the leadership, achievements, and
contributions of women across West Virginia’s energy industry. Connect with fellow
professionals as we recognize Erienne Olesh, this year’s Women in Energy Woman
of the Year Award recipient, for her contributions to the state’s energy sector.

» Erienne Olesh — Executive Director of Innovation and Commercialization for West

Virginia University & CEQ of the Resilient Energy Technology and Infrastructure
Consortium (RETI)

Governor's Comments
Grand Ballroom

West Virginia Governor Patrick Morrisey shares his vision for the state’s energy
future, highlighting key priorities, emerging opportunities, and the Mountain
State’s role in strengthening American energy production, reliability, and
economic growth.
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Thursday

9:30 - 10:10 a.m.

10:10 - 10:30 a.m.

Right Project, Right Place: Responsible Data Center

Development and Community Partnership
Grand Ballroom
Glenn Davis — President of Davis Energy Group & West Virginia Office of Energy

Senior Energy Advisor (Moderator)

As demand for digital infrastructure grows, data center development presents
new opportunities for investment, job creation, and economic growth. However,
successful development requires thoughtful planning, responsible resource
management, and meaningful community engagement. Industry leaders will
discuss strategies for addressing local concerns, building partnerships, and
ensuring data center projects deliver lasting benefits to their host communities.

» Matt Herridge — Secretary, West Virginia Department of Commerce

» Dan Shapiro — Chief Power Officer, Nscale

» Bobby Hollis — Chief Development Officer, STACK Infrastructure

» Stephen Jenkins — Chief Development Officer, Rowan Digital Infrastructure

Extended Networking Break

Atrium

Take a moment to recharge, connect with fellow attendees, and visit exhibitor
tables before the morning breakout sessions begin.




9 | The Governor's Energy Summit

Thursday

10:30 - 12:00 p.m. Breakout Session 1
Economic Development

Navigating Headwinds: Global Trade, Cost Pressures, and the Future of West
Virginia’'s Metallurgical Coal

10:30-11:15a.m.

Chris Hamilton — President, West Virginia Coal Association (moderator)

West Virginia’s metallurgical coal remains essential to global steelmaking, but producers face growing
challenges from volatile trade markets and rising production costs. Industry executives will discuss the
operational and market pressures affecting Appalachian coal production and the industry’s future.

» Deck Slone — Senior Vice President & Chief External and Government Affairs Officer, Core Natural Resources

» Emily O’Quinn — Senior Vice President of Investor Relations and Corporate Communications, Alpha Metallurgical
Resources

» Evan Jenkins — Vice Chairman, Secretary, & Chief Administrative Officer for Ramaco Resources

Mapping the Future: A First-of-Its-Kind Parcel Search Tool For West Virginia
Economic Development

11:20a.m. - 1150 a.m.

Brady Gutta — Assistant Director, WVU Institute for Sustainability and Energy Research

Discover how a new WVU-developed mapping tool is transforming site selection across West Virginia.
Initially designed for 22 coalfield counties and expanded statewide with Office of Energy funding, the
platform combines land characteristics and infrastructure data to help identify development opportunities
and attract investment.

Navigating the Energy Landscape: How Federal Directives, State Policies, and
Market Forces Are Guiding Our Energy Future

10:30 - 10:55 a.m.

Cassie Powers — Chief of Staff, National Association of State Energy Officials

Explore how federal legislation, state energy policies, and evolving market demands are shaping America’s
energy landscape. This session offers a national perspective on the changing policy environment and its
implications for energy producers, utilities, and businesses.
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Thursday

10:30 - 12:00 p.m. Breakout Session 1

High-Voltage Lifelines: How Regional Transmission Unlocks Local Power
Generation and Ensures Grid Reliability

11:00-11:25a.m.

Jason Stanek, Executive Director of Governmental Services, PJM

As electricity demand grows, regional transmission infrastructure plays a vital role in grid reliability
and energy production. Learn how expanding transmission capacity can reduce congestion, allow local
power plants to operate more efficiently, and strengthen grid resilience during extreme weather events.

Unpacking Public Perceptions of West Virginia's Energy Future
11:30a.m.—11:55a.m.

Sam Workman, Director, WVU Institute for Policy Research & Public Affairs

Discover what West Virginians think about the state’s evolving energy landscape. Researchers from WVU
will present findings from a statewide public opinion study commissioned by the West Virginia Office of
Energy, examining attitudes toward traditional and emerging energy sources, affordability, reliability, and
responsible energy development.

NETL - The Only National Lab in West Virginia
10:30 - 10:55a.m.

Alicia Dalton-Tingler, Hydrocarbons and Geothermal Energy Office Support Division
Director, National Energy Technology Laboratory

Explore how the National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL) advances technologies that support
efficient, reliable, and secure energy operations. Learn about the laboratory’s research capabilities,
specialized centers of excellence, and opportunities to collaborate on innovative solutions to real-world
energy challenges.
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Thursday

Water Headroom and Workforce Needs Modeling for Large Loads
Like Data Centers
11:00 - 11:25a.m.

Giri Iyer, Senior Program Manager, Oak Ridge National Laboratory

Examine how growing electricity demand from data centers and other large facilities affects water
resources and workforce needs. This session explores data-driven approaches to evaluating water
availability, identifying specialized workforce requirements, and preparing West Virginia for new economic
development opportunities.

Beyond the Atom: Demystifying the Nuclear Lifecycle, Waste
Realities, and Economic Opportunities for Energy Communities
11:30 - 11:55a.m.

Andy Griffith, Nuclear Research Team Leader, Battelle

Explore the nuclear energy lifecycle, from fuel production and power generation to storage, recycling,
and waste management. This session examines common questions surrounding nuclear energy while
highlighting emerging technologies and the economic development opportunities the industry may offer
communities.

i . Lunch & Fireside Chat with Acting Assistant
IRl 2 170 [Pk Secretary Curt Coccodrilli

Grand Ballroom

Curt Coccodrilli, Acting Assistant Secretary of the U.S. Department of Energy's
Hydrocarbons and Geothermal Energy Office, joins West Virginia Office of Energy
Director Nick Preservati for a conversation on America’s energy future. Topics
will include rising electricity demand, energy affordability and reliability, federal
investments in coal and natural gas, and growing global demand for American
coal and LNG.
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Thursday

Breakout Session 2

Economic Development

Powering the Pipeline: Building West Virginia’'s

Next-Generation Energy Workforce

1:00 p.m. - 1:40 p.m.

Christine Davies, Deputy Secretary, West Virginia Department of Commerce (moderator)

As West Virginia's energy industry evolves, developing a skilled workforce is essential to supporting future
growth. Industry, education, and government leaders will discuss innovative training initiatives, public-
private partnerships, and strategies to recruit, develop, and retain talent across the state’s expanding
energy sector.

» Elizabeth Vitullo, Chief Workforce Officer for the Resilient Energy, Technology, and Infrastructure Initiative (RETI)

» Kristi Sarrett, Dean of Workforce Development and Technical Education, BridgeValley Community & Technical
College

» Christie Clinton, Manager of Career Development Manager, Hope Gas

Using West Virginia's Abundant Natural Gas to Create High-Paying
Manufacturing and Petrochemical Jobs

1:.45pm. - 215 p.m.

Greg Kozera, Director of Marketing, Shale Crescent USA (Moderator)

West Virginia’s abundant natural gas resources offer opportunities to expand in-state manufacturing
and create high-paying jobs. Industry leaders will discuss how leveraging these resources can attract
investment, strengthen the state’s industrial economy, and bring more of the economic benefits of natural
gas production home to West Virginia.

» Rebecca McPhail, President, Gas & Qil Association of West Virginia

» Stephanie Riggs, President, U.S. Methanol

» Nathan Lord, President, Shale Crescent USA

» Matt Maione, Midstream Planning Manager, CNX
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Thursday

1:00 - 2:20 p.m. Breakout Session 2

Framing the Future: Strategic Policy for

Responsible Data Center Development

1:00-2:10 p.m.

Glenn Jeffries, West Virginia State Senate (moderator)

As data center development expands, policymakers must balance economic opportunities with protections
for host communities. This panel will examine three key considerations for responsible development: tax
structures, water stewardship, and grid integration, highlighting the policies and strategies shaping West
Virginia's approach.

» Nicholas S. Preservati, West Virginia Department of Commerce Deputy Secretary & West Virginia Office of Energy
Director

» Matthew Irby, West Virginia State Tax Commissioner
» Curtis Capehart, Director of Policy for West Virginia Governor Patrick Morrisey

Empowering West Virginia: How Federal Grants are Driving Local

Energy Efficiency, Savings, and Grid Reliability

1:00 - 2:10 p.m.

Christian Watts, Chief of Staff, West Virginia Office of Energy (moderator)

Explore how the West Virginia Office of Energy is deploying federal funding to strengthen local
infrastructure, lower energy costs, and support economic development. This session highlights four
initiatives: the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant, Home Energy Rebate Programs, Energy
Efficiency Revolving Loan Fund, and West Virginia Resilience Planning Project.

» Brooke Jones, Program Manager, West Virginia Office of Energy

» Jackson Igo, Energy Development Specialist, West Virginia Office of Energy

» John Brumley, Program Coordinator, West Virginia Office of Energy
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Thursday

02:20 - 03:00 p.m.

3:00 - 3:15 p.m.

03:15 - 04:00 p.m.

Fireside Chat with FERC

Commissioner Lindsay See

Grand Ballroom

Curtis Capehart, Director of Policy for West Virginia
Governor Patrick Morrisey (moderator)

FERC Commissioner and former West Virginia Solicitor General Lindsay S. See
joins Curtis Capehart, Policy Director to Governor Patrick Morrisey, for a fireside
chat on speed to power, affordable electricity, and the regulatory certainty that
gets energy infrastructure built.

Closing Remarks
Grand Ballroom

Nicholas S. Preservati, Deputy Secretary of the West Virginia Department of
Commerce and Director of the West Virginia Office of Energy, delivers closing
remarks to conclude the 2026 West Virginia Energy Summit.

Post-Summit Networking
Atrium

Continue the conversation with fellow attendees, speakers, and industry leaders
during a final networking opportunity before departing the Summit.
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M ARL IS Power for West Virginia

To deliver the promise of West Virginia
to the next generation, our economy
needs reliable power.

GROWTH

INVESTMENT

MARL is a modern, reliable
transmission line that connects West

Virginia generation to the grid, while
bringing jobs, investment and new tax

& revenue to our communities.
RELIABLE POWER

West Virginians for
Reliable & Affordable Energy
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OPPORTUNITIES.

When you make it possible for a business to open, expand, or relocate, you help
create the conditions that lead to a thriving community. Mt. Storm combined cycle
station will bring more than 1,400 jobs during construction and over $400 million
in statewide economic activity. It's one more way we're Powering Your Every Day.
To learn more, visit DominionEnergy.com/EconomicDevelopment.

Dominion
Energy-

Powering Your Every Day.




Powering West Virginia’s
Energy Future

Our proposed Maidsville Energy Center — a new combined-cycle
natural gas plant — will help ensure reliable and affordable power for
customers while supporting economic growth across West Virginia.

MonPower:

A FirstEnergy Company




APPALACHIAN
POWER

PROUDLY
POWERING GROWTH IN

WEST VIRGINIA

MEETING TOMORROW’S ENERGY wﬁ,}%’
NEEDS STARTS TODAY ""IT“‘ ol

As demand for electricity continues to rise, Appalachian
Power is investing in the generation, infrastructure and

technology needed to support homes, businesses and LEARN MORE
industries across the Mountain State.

AppalachianPower.com, /General tion
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Competitive Advantage s

The MidAtlantic Resiliency Link will:

Support 200 - 300 construction jobs within the state of West Virginia.

Generate an estimated $37 million cumulatively in employee compensation.

Provide approximately 4 GW of capacity, enough to power 3 million to 3.5 million homes.

Strengthen the backbone of the electric grid to help deliver reliable electricity
where it’s needed most.

The MidAtlantic Resiliency Link Will Power West Virginia

According to the independent grid operator’s analysis, this project could serve more than 550,000 West Virginians, including
customers of Mon Power, Potomac Edison and several municipal and cooperative utilities.

The route will directly connect to 502 Junction substation just over a mile from the Monongalia County border.

» Help power three transmission lines that will deliver power directly into West Virginia.

The project also will connect to Black Oak substation under a half-mile from the Mineral County border.

» Help power four lines that deliver power directly into West Virginia.

A stronger grid. A stronger economy.
A stronger West Virginia.
MidAtlanticResiliencyLink.com




CLEARPATH

West Virginia is going from 16 GW to 50 GW.

Policymakers need the
tools to make it happen.

ClearPath is the trusted organization to help
state policymakers craft and implement the
conservative clean energy policy that gets
projects built, lowers costs and creates jobs.

Learn more at clearpath.org

[=]F3; =]

CONSERVATIVE
CI'::)ll_A\E—Ié\H LEADERSHIP
PROGRAM
People are policy
Add a ClearPath fellow to your team.

ClearPath's Conservative Leadership Program
vets and places conservative fellows that
advance the future of energy policy.

Learn more at
clearpath.org/leadership-program




Wall-Mounted Air Conditioners 4
with PLC Technology A=

Bard HVAC
Systems

Keeps Critical Equipment Cool,

Operations Running, o | - it
dE Fl o » w 4 L * Air Mechanical Solutions -
all Nnergy owling. & i - Charleston, WV-..
: ke o 304.590.7807
Info@AirMechanicalSolutions.com
frt AirMechanicalSolutions.com

TRRASIFEIR wetrin To vove west vireinia

ARCHITECTURE | ENGINEERING | FIELD SERVICES

Proud to join you at the WV Energy Summit. Let’s connect!
THRASIHER thethrashergroup.com 1-800-273-6541 ©@ @ © ©




SHAPING THE
FUTURE OF OUR
NATION’S ENERGY.

| RIGHT HERE IN APPALACHIA.

West Virginia University is leading a $321
million investment to strengthen America’s
energy security and resilience.

The NSF RETI Engine is working to build the nation’s
next energy innovation hub—bringing together
industry, research and workforce leaders to advance
innovation, address critical energy challenges and
create new opportunities for the region.

The future of energy is taking shape here.
Are you RETI? Let’s Go!
reticonsortium.org

» RETIEL:

WestVirginiaUniversity.
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844-982-6050

WWww.orion-strategies.com

WE SPEAK
ENERGY.

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS
STAKEHOLDER RELATIONS
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
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The Valley North Project will benefit West
Virginians — it's estimated to generate
$14M for our communities every year.

You deserve the facts on how Valley North benefits West Virginians.

A stronger electric grid means more reliable service for our families and businesses.
By improving the flow of electricity where it's needed most, the project can reduce the
risk of outages and voltage issues while supporting economic growth in West Virginia.

Strengthening the grid helps West Virginia compete for investment, grow its tax base and
support well-paying jobs during construction and for years to come.

Plus, a recent economic analysis estimates the Valley North Project will generate about $14 million
annually for local communities in property tax revenue, including $9 million to support local schools.
Over 20 years, that means nearly $280 million to support critical public services right here in West Virginia.

\Y

valley link

GENERATING OVER
$8 BILLION IN
EGONOMIG IMPACT

WVTRADES.ORG




DEVELOPING TODAY'S
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR
TOMORROW’S FUTURE

Mega Site Development
Energy Infrastructure
Distribution & Transmission Line Services

A.L.L. Construction Group

Federal & Public Infrastructure

allconstructiongroupwy.com




Helping
governments
and communities
succeed

The Pew Charitable Trusts

How can we unlock more
power on our electric grid?

Get plugged in—learn about advanced transmission
technologies that increase reliability, save ratepayers
money, and boost grid capacity.

Accountants and Advisors

' .
www.bdo.com Learn more about Pew's energy modernization work

at pew.org/gridmodernization.

Pew

GET COMPETITIVE

BEGOME
POWERFUL

A legislative solution to protect ratepayers from the
cost of increasing energy demand. -

T R bbby -0

Support the
Energy Freedom &
Fairness Act





