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Pump Hydro Storage Legislation
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Southwest Virginia Coal Field Region
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Pump Hydro Storage 
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Pump Hydro Storage – Bath County
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Pump Hydro Storage Study Locations
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Wise County
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• Based on information from the Department of Mines, 
Minerals and Energy (DMME), the Bullitt Mine was identified 
as a top site for evaluation

• This concept would entail pumping water from the 
abandoned mine cavity up to an upper reservoir and then 
allowing it to flow back into the mine cavity; the abandoned 
mine would act as the lower reservoir

• Dominion has engaged with the DMME of Virginia Tech to 
evaluate the feasibility of this concept

• Virginia Tech is performing various studies, including 
hydrogeological, mine stability, subsidence, water quality, 
impact of water cycling, and validation of mine capacity.

• Study should be complete by late 2018



Tazewell County
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Development Process
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• FERC PPA filed September 6, 2017
• 4,100 acre site (2,600 acres owned by Dominion Energy)
• Conditions of Preliminary Permit

• Valid for 3 years
• Incorporates Department of Interior comments
• Requires pre-filing consultation and study plan preparation in support 

of FERC PAD/NOI filing
• Consult State, Federal, Local, and Tribes regarding project effects on 

related resources
• Consult USFWS concerning bats, mussels, and other wildlife species
• Consult US Army COE for permitting of fill and wetland impacts



Development Process – Next Steps
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On-going

Q4 - 2019



Economic Benefits – Revenue Sharing

Pumped Hydro Storage Revenue sharing – SB780 & HB1555
• Seven coal field counties & City of Norton
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