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Who We Are



1. Save money on energy costs
2. Create good local jobs
3. Spur economic development 
4. Attract employers to locate and invest 

in our state

How can solar benefit West Virginia?



Assumptions
SRECs not included, 2% energy increase per year, 7kW System Size, Base Price $2.75/W, 1336 yearly 
production of 1kW, $0.1243 starting electricity rate, -0.5% panel degradation per year, 4% Interest rate on 
loan, 70% of cost covered by loan , $0 Operations and Maintenance over system lifetime

30% Federal tax credit

Cost of solar system after 30% Tax Credit

1. Save money on energy costs

Typical Residential Solar Payback and 
Cost Savings Timeline



2. Create good local jobs
Fastest-growing occupation in the nation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
According to the U.S. Department of Labor Statistics: 
One out of every 50 new U.S. jobs is in solar.
Solar PV installer jobs will more than double between now and 2026 (105% projected growth rate) 
Solar PV installer is the single fastest growing occupation in the nation
Median pay: ~$40k/year
Typical entry-level education: high school diploma
Sources: 
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/fastest-growing.htm;
 https://www.marketwatch.com/story/red-states-love-renewable-energy-so-why-does-trump-bash-it-2018-09-13 https://www.thesolarfoundation.org/solar-jobs-census/





3. Spur economic development

1. 8,600 solar companies nationwide
2. 1,828,000 solar systems installed
3. 58.3 GW of installed solar capacity
4. >250,000 American jobs in solar

Sources: https://energy.gov/downloads/2017-us-energy-and-employment-report; 
https://solarstates.org/#states/solar-jobs/2016; https://www.seia.org/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Solar jobs grew by >20% in each of the past 5 years 
U.S. solar industry employs more than 250,000 workers
the most of any type of electric power production 
compare to 53,00 U.S. coal mining jobs, 160,000 jobs in total U.S. coal mining industry



4. Attract employers and investment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
152 major global companies have made corporate commitments to use 100% renewable energy
These include the five largest publicly-traded companies in the world
568 major global companies have committed to science-based emissions reduction targets and/or 100% renewable energy 
Dominion Energy state policy director Bob Orndorff quoted at 2018 WV Chamber of Commerce annual business summit: “We need to talk about solar, because…if we are to recruit companies to work in West Virginia, to invest in West Virginia, we need to meet their needs.”�Sources: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/theworldpost/wp/2018/09/11/renewable-energy/?utm_term=.7a08d3c9a6af
https://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/corporations-with-100-percent-renewables-goals-make-up-150-terawatt-hours
https://www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org/companies/
https://www.wvgazettemail.com/business/energy-official-points-to-renewables-at-business-summit-highlighting-coal/article_6210aad3-8aa5-54cf-bea7-5abbf0daa3b4.html






Whither the Mountain State?
* In Dominion Energy’s service 
area, solar PPAs are limited to 
commercial-scale projects; 
small rooftop units are limited 
to nonprofit organizations. In 
Appalachian Power’s service 
area, solar PPAs are limited to 
private colleges and 
universities.

**Virginia has a voluntary 
renewable portfolio standard.

Sources: Center for Biological 
Diversity’s Throwing Shade: 10 
Sunny States Blocking 
Distributed Solar Development
(April 2018). The Solar 
Foundation’s Solar Jobs Census 
2017. 
https://www.solarstates.org/#s
tates/solar-jobs/2017. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WV ranks 47th in nation for solar jobs
12 solar companies in state
2 manufacturers
6 installers/developers
4 others
831 net-metered solar arrays (as of May 2018)
Sources:
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/04/25/climate/todays-energy-jobs-are-in-solar-not-coal.html
https://energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2017/01/f34/2017%20US%20Energy%20and%20Jobs%20Report%20State%20Charts%202_0.pdf
https://www.seia.org/states-map
https://www.thesolarfoundation.org/solar-jobs-census/factsheet-2016-wv/
http://www.psc.state.wv.us/



https://www.solarstates.org/#states/solar-jobs/2017


Thank you!
www.solarunitedneighbors.org

Autumn Long
Program Director

Solar United Neighbors of West Virginia
304-608-3539

autumn@solarunitedneighbors.org

http://www.solarunitedneighbors.org/
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