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About EEWV

• Our mission is to promote energy efficiency among 
residents, local governments, public schools, businesses, 
and industrial users in West Virginia and to create a 
strong statewide coalition in support of pro-energy 
efficiency programs.   



Need for energy efficiency in WV

• Protect residents and businesses against rising 
electric rates

• “Non-energy benefits”

• Reduce impacts from greenhouse gas regulation

• Create jobs
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JOBS: “The economy, stupid”
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WV Utility Efficiency Programs

FirstEnergy AEP

Energy Assessments low-income residential only all residential

Lighting rebates commercial only retail, commercial, etc.

Other rebates none HVAC, recycling fridges, 

custom C&I, C&I equipment 

rebates

Residential Peak Reduction none $40/year for a/c



Local Energy and Efficiency 
Partnerships (LEEP)

(a/k/a “property-assessed clean energy”)



The Local Energy Efficiency 
Partnership Act (“LEEP Act”)

30 states,
+ Washington DC,

authorize LEEP (29 
states have passed 
legislation and HI 

permits it based on 
existing law).



Funding mechanism for businesses to make energy 
efficiency upgrades using private capital

Loan value ≤ savings from upgrades

Payback period ≤ 20 years

Payments are made on the property tax ticket

If the business sells the building, the loan stays with the 
building, not the former owner.

The loans are “senior” to other liens on the property, 
unless the mortgagee says “no.”

LEEP: Local Energy & Efficiency 
Partnerships – what are they??



State legislation needed to authorize municipalities

Opt-in program for municipalities

Application for businesses within municipalities that 
opt in

Municipalities should/can reject applications that do 
not meet certain criteria, including:

Financial security of the borrower

Investment-grade energy audit

Ratio of the cost of upgrades to building value

LEEP: Local Energy & Efficiency 
Partnerships – Key components



2015 legislation (HB2945/SB352) cosponsored by Rs
and Ds:

Republican cosponsors: 
Dels. Hanshaw, Ambler, Ashley, Canterbury, Cooper, D. 
Evans, and Walters;
Sens. Walters and Blair

Democratic cosponsors: 
Dels. Fleischauer, Guthrie, Manchin, and Skinner; 
Sens. Miller, Snyder, and Woelfel

LEEP: Local Energy & Efficiency 
Partnerships – Where we are in WV



Questions?

Emmett Pepper 
304-346-5891

emmett@eewv.org

www.eewv.org 

mailto:stacy.eewv@gmail.com

